Delgado v. MFMC and LAUSD

Date of Accident: May 9, 2002

Gunzler Engineering Report

6) ...the following measurements were made with a freshly calibrated
Spectra Cinemate llluminance Meter - Model 704:

On Upper Landing - 0.4 foot-candle
On 5th step from yard pavement - 0.0 foot-candle
On 4th step --"-- -00 --"--
On 3rd step --"-- -00 --"--
On 2nd step --"-- -00 --"--
On 1st step --"-- -00 --"--
On yard pavement -0.1 --"--

7) The outside handrail...has an extension which teminates 3 inches short
of the riser of the 1st step above the yard pavement.

* % ¥
11) The minimum safe illumination level required by the applicable National

Electrical Code, adopted by the City of Los Angeles...is 1.0 foot-candle
at floor level.

* * *

E) The combination of the absence of adequate lighting and the
inappropriate construction of the handrail, in combination with the
absence of contrast marking at the lower landing, deprived users of the
subject stairway of any means of judging their progress, in particular at
the lower terminus of this exit from the second floor of a school
building.

F) The subject stairway was designed and constructed to generate an
unsafe walkway and maintained in that condition by the owners of the
property over an extended period of time.

G) The loss-of-balance accident to Ms. Delgado was directly caused by the
hazards created and tolerated at the stairway....
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Deposition of Luis Galvez

Q Did you see any kind of warning sign warning of any dangerous
condition regarding the middle staircase posted inside the classroom?

A There was never one.
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...You characterized earlier that the lighting was dangerously dark?
Yes.
Can you tell me what you mean by "dangerously."”

>0 > 0

The light was not bright enough to be able to distinguish the stairs.
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